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THE 18TH LOK SABHA
OF ! BY Il FOR Il
THE PEOPLE OF INDIA...

As the worlds largest democracy goes to polls for the 18th Lok Sabha,
there ought to bebig noise. Farmers not happy, Chief Ministers going
to jail, release of the Electoral Bond data, turncoats getting coveted
tickets and so on, coincidentally, at the beginning of the festival called
the General Elections makes the story interesting. ECI gets refreshed
and is ready for the herculean task ahead.

The ruling party will go to the people for a third term and the oppo-
sition will look for means to stop them. But the opposition seems to
be running late and out of ideas or is it short of leadership. All said,
they have surely failed to show strength.

The people of India must find their way through the maze of infor-
mation and mis-information of the social media. The general feeling
is that the trustworthy media is no longer worthy to be trusted. All
seems to be fake and fable sold Intelligently being Artificial.

It is to be seen what this electorate decides. Will they be driven by
the lure like yesteryears or will they come out in numbers to truly
cast their mandate for progress and development.

Whatever the result of the polls but democracy will win only when
each voter reaches the booth and presses the button on the appointed
day. It is the foremost duty of every citizen to vote, else you have no
right to complain later.

Remember !

MY VOTE IS MY FUTURE !
S. K. Sinha
Editor in Chief
LEGAL BOUNDARY
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In the elections for
the 18th Lok Sabha
much like past elec-
tions, the online
platforms will play
a role in shaping
the contours of the
campaigns and
new developments
will challenge the
already contested
information space.

e major develop-
ment is generative
artificial intelli-
gence (AI), which
allows anyone to
create realistic im-
ages, video, audio,
or text .
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When the largest democracy
goes to poll, a new emerging
threat called Al looms large.

Artificial intelligence (Al) refers
to computer systems capable of
performing complex tasks that till
now only a human could do. Rea-
soning, decision making, and
solving problems can be per-
formed by computer systems.

Artificial intelligence is the the-
oretical state in which a computer
system is able to exceed human
intelligence. Common examples
today are ChatGPT, Google Trans-
late, Netflix, Tesla etc.

Whenever we use the term ar-
tificial general intelligence, we are
referring to the kind of computer
programs and machines that are
commonly found in popular sci-
ence fiction.

The major threat lies in the
ability of Al to quickly generate
new content, text or images.
Today it is the major tool to create
misinformation and violate laws
and regulations.

The impact of social media on

.

COVER STORY

elections is evident but the threat
of Al is enormous and unexplored.
Agencies involved in conducting
fair elections are yet to device
means to counter this unseen
enemy.

In the elections for the 18th
Lok Sabha much like past elec-
tions, the online platforms will
play a role in shaping the con-
tours of the campaigns and new
developments will challenge the
already contested information
space. The major development is
generative artificial intelligence
(Al), which allows anyone to cre-
ate realistic images, video, audio,
or text .

Al outputs have been ad-
vanced enormously. We have al-
ready seen the impact with the
launch of ChatGPT in November
2022. Its potential for creating a
disinformation chaos in the 2024
by accelerating production of
false information.

Al generated or significantly
altered content can be used to
undermine democratic discourse
and electoral behaviour in a vari-




ety of ways. They can deter vot-
ers from exercising their right
to vote or manufacture events
depicting a candidate to be in-
volved in some scam or scandal
that will disturb his supporters.

Authentic information can
be labelled to be cast as false
or generated to avoid account-
ability, especially in matters of
scandals impacting election
campaigns. This can cause a
sway in public opinion, create
rift in communities, demotivate
or deceive voters undermining
the trust of the general public
in the electoral process.

As a democratic country we need to consider
how to respond, and create means for interventions
against the threat from Al. Legislation should be ad-
equately updated for election-specific concerns of
deepfake content depicting candidates.

The voter should also be educated about how to
scrutinize generated content. Tech companies also
should be directed for watermarking devising new
tools for detection. They can also facilitate online in-
formation to wholly address the challenge of gener-
ative Al.

Al invasion has already been experienced by the
Americans during their elections. The Chinese at-
tempts at influencing the American elections with
the help of generative Al has also been reported. Al
generated fake contents have come up concerning
the Russia — Ukraine War. Even smaller countries
such as Bangladesh have reported widespread use
of Al generated misinformation and deepfakes in
their recent elections.

A concept has evolved known as the "liar's divi-
dend" whereby some politicians profit from an infor-
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mational environment saturated with misinforma-
tion.

Another prominent phenomenon is called the
“firehose of falsehood” which is a propaganda tech-
nique where large number of messages are broad-
cast rapidly, repetitively, and continuously over
multiple channels without any check for truth or
consistency

The print media has been almost wiped out by
the online platforms , specially after the pandemic,
but it alone has the potential to counter the menace
of Al disinformation. Though in India we still have
some hope with a remaining few print media houses
which are continuing against all odds. The trust on
print media can get a boost in this attempt to
counter this threat. The concerned agencies can ed-
ucate the citizen to check and cross check informa-
tion and not believe anything and everything catered
on online platforms. The print media has an oppor-
tunity as a service to the nation.

The proliferation of Al-generated content during
the general elections 2024 may accelerate the loss
of trust in the overall election
system. A nation where 77% of
the population use mobile
phones and more than 60% of
them are active on the social
media there is a need for seri-
ous concern. Voters inhabit on-
line spaces crowded with
manipulated viral images and
videos and Al-generated text.
Widespread use of generative
technology could create a
tremendous confusion as what
to believe and what not to be-
lieve.
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From Deep Fakes to Data

\

Analysis: Al’'s Role in
Redefining Indian Politics

Al assists
candidates in inter-
acting with the
general public
through forms, sur-
veys, advertising,
and conveying
their message to

the target audi-
ence.Jt helps
achieve public pol-
icy objectives.
Overall, creating a
good reputation for
political parties.
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@ By Shubhangi Datta

As the 2024 Election's hype in-
tensifies in Indian regions, not
only politicians but also local citi-
zens seem exhilarated. However,
the main highlight of this election
is Artificial Intelligence. You might
be wondering about the role of Al
in the ECI; the truth is that Al has
permeated every sector and in-
dustry, including elections, which
are evolving with tech-oriented
rules. This article will primarily
focus on Al deep fakes and also
explore the pros of Al within the
Election Commission of India.

GOOD SIDE OF Al IN ELEC-
TIONS:

Al has revolutionized election
campaigns, influencing three
broad aspects: voters, candidates,
and the vote counting process.

One positive aspect of Al is its
facilitation of gathering informa-

tion about candidates, their work,
and the policies of political par-
ties. This aids voters in making in-
formed decisions. It enables
instant advertising and political
campaigns for political parties and
leaders.

Al assists candidates in inter-
acting with the general public
through forms, surveys, advertis-
ing, and conveying their message
to the target audience.lt helps
achieve public policy objectives.
Overall, creating a good reputa-
tion for political parties.

MENACE OF DEEP FAKE:

We have so far become ac-
quainted with Al-generated deep
fake audio, videos, and pictures
widely spreading through social
media. While Al offers numerous
benefits for setting up campaigns,
it's also a widely concerning and
unsettling issue.
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Deep fakes superimpose some-
one's face, depicting a false image to
make them look foolish, resulting in
disruptive content. These contents
are generally created through sub-
scription-based apps (tools charging
between $20-$30).

In 2023, over 500,000 deep fakes
were shared on social media, with
video and audio deep fakes increas-
ing by 3x and 8x respectively.

From Bollywood actors to politi-
cians (netas), deep fakes are a con-
cerning issue. These fake videos can deceive anyone
and are now impacting big-time politics, with politi-
cians being major targets.

This political arena we have seen the deep fake
internationally now happening in India. Deep fakes
are often used against opponents or in favor of a
candidate, leading to misleading, fraudulent, and in-
trusive content.

SOLUTION TO THIS DILEMMA:

Although the Ministry of Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology asked to crack down on deep fakes
in December, it has not changed anything. Strict gov-
ernment regulation is the best way to address this
issue.

“The advisory mandates that intermediaries com-
municate prohibited content, particularly those spec-
ified under Rule 3(1)(b) of the IT Rules, clearly and
precisely to users,” said Rajeev Chandrasekhar, IT
Minister.

It is noteworthy that deep fake videos were not
only generated in 2023 but were also seen during
the 2019 Indian elections. However, concerns started
to rise during 2023 due to the increase in such con-
tent creation.

The best way to combat such disturbing videos is

.
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to analyze and cross-check content from verified
sources

Several software companies are working on con-
trolling the negative implications of deep fakes on
society, and companies such as Intel (with software
fake catchers) claim 96% reliability in detecting fake
information.

Camera makers such as Sony, Canon, and Nikon
are also working on combating deep fakes by giving
content a digital signature.

Elections are an essential part of our Indian con-
stitution. Al has already punctuated the 2024 elec-
tion cycle in ways that could transform how
campaigns are run and how voters are informed or
misled. Moreover, Al has many advantages in poli-
tics. It can work in favour of a candidate or against
their opponents.The proliferation of deep fake
videos raises important questions about why strict
regulations have not been implemented yet.Is it be-
cause such regulations may inadvertently support le-
gitimate leaders or suppress their opponents? Or is
it due to a lack of awareness about the dangers of
Al and the necessary steps to mitigate those dan-
gers? The reasons remain unclear. While this para-
digm shift is inevitable, it is important to handle it
carefully."
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The election process is contin-
uously improving. There has been
a lot of change in the election
process of one and a half decade
ago and today's election process.
Now voting is done through EVM
machines. Whereas in the past,
voting was done by putting ballot
paper in the ballot box. Which
took time to count. The possibility
of fraud was high then. It took the
whole day and night to count the

votes. But today the results of
morning counting are available by
afternoon. This has reduced the
burden on leaders, officers and
counting personnel.

Today, in EVM VVPAT (Vote
Verification Paper Audit Trail) ma-
chines, voting is done by pressing
a button next to the name and
election symbol. The election
symbol of the candidate appears
on the VVPAT display. This process

ey

takes two seconds. The entire
process is completed in seven
seconds. Many types of sensors
are installed on VVPAT machine.
Doubts have been raised about
the functioning of EVM machines.
Now that EVM machines have
been used in the previous assem-
bly elections and Lok Sabha elec-
tions, there is no justification to
doubt it in this election. Whatever
complaint has been received re-




garding the operation of the ma-
chines. Has been resolved. But
there is no solution to the doubt.
Our voting system has been ap-
preciated by many countries.

In the present election system,
voter slips have photographs
along with names, due to which
the possibility of fake voting is
negligible. Now the incidents of
booth capturing have come to an
end. It is the job of Booth Level
Officer (BLO) to distribute voter
slips. He helps the voter at the
booth.

Is available for. If a voter needs
a voter slip, he provides it on the
spot. Voters can cast their votes in
elections by showing voter iden-
tity card, Aadhar card, driving li-
cense and other identity cards.

The limit on election campaign
expenditure is fixed for Assembly
and Lok Sabha elections. Spend-
ing beyond the limit is punishable.
The details of expenditure on
election campaign and publicity
have to be given to the returning
officer. For this reason, now ad-
vertisements, posters and banners
etc. are not published in newspa-
pers like before. This is a big
achievement of the Election Com-
mission. This has reduced the
wasteful expenditure of candi-
dates in elections. This has re-
duced electoral  corruption.
Candidates contesting elections
have to give details of crimes and
cases registered as per the in-
structions of the Supreme Court.
But this is not helping in bannlng

leaders with criminal tendencies
from contesting elections.
Candidates contesting elec-

tions have to deposit huge
amount of money in the govern-
ment account at the time of nom-
ination, which gets confiscated if
they do not get enough votes. For
this reason, candidates from the
poor class are not able to contest
elections. The amount of security
deposit should be such that even
poor candidates become candi-
dates and reach the Houses after
winning the elections.

The specialty of today's elec-
tions is that there is less door-to-
door contact through
loudspeakers, posters or banners.
The election code of conduct is
strictly followed. Due to which
elections have become transpar-
ent and corruption free. Now cor-
rupt activities are recorded
through mobile phones and cam-
eras. Which goes viral. On which
the Election Commission, Police
and Administration take action.
This is the first time in the history
of the Election Commission that
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candldates were barred from
campaigning for 2.3 days for
using indecent words. Now the
Election Commission takes imme-
diate action on any undesirable
election activities. This is an im-
portant achievement in the direc-
tion of electoral reforms.

The population of India is one
billion forty crore. In which voters
are 18 years of age or above. It is
ironical that the average voting
percentage is 55 to 65 percent.
There is not much voting. Due to
many reasons people are not able
to go to polling booths to vote.
Someone is sick or helpless or
someone is so uneducated and
cowardly that he hesitates to vote
in elections. There may be many
other circumstantial reasons. Due
to which people are not able to go
to polling booths. Many people
believe that voting should be
made mandatory. Such an idea is
neither logical nor practical.
Therefore, voting has also rejected
the policy of making it mandatory.

Elections are the backbone of
democracy. The Lok Sabha elec-
tions to be held this year are a test
of democracy. There should be a
permanent government at the
center which can take concrete
decisions. Elections should be fair
and free from violence. This is
possible only when all political
parties make efforts in this direc-
tion. The world keeps an eye on
India's democracy. Therefore, we
can set an example by conducting
elections.

[ALEGAL 1 m—
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THE DELHI HC HAS HEARD AND RESERVED ITS VERDICT IN
THE CASE CONCERNING MR ARVIND KEJRIWAL'S ARREST
BY THE DIRECTORATE OF ENFORCEMENT (ED).




@® By Adv. Sanjay Sonkar

The sitting Chief Minster's
arrest is about a lot of things. In
many ways, it marks a flashpoint
in a period of continued political
decadence in India: arguments
regarding unraveling of the level
playing field before the Lok
Sabha elections have been
made, and rightly so. Yet, at the
heart of it, this matter remains
about the unlawful curtailment
of a citizen's liberty on account
of stringent laws which do not pass muster with the
Constitution. A careful examination of the facts sur-
rounding the Chief Minister's arrest- all of which are
available in the public domain- would reveal that
there are glaring illegalities in the ED’s case, even as
per the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002
(PMLA) in its current draconian form.

What is more, the ED has not provided cogent
answers to fill these gaps in its case put forth before
the Delhi High Court.

THE 50-17-19 TRIAD

The scheme of the PMLA envisages a three-fold
procedure in case of a potential PMLA offence (of-
fences are delineated in Section 3 of the PMLA Act),

and seizure. Section 19 deals with the power to ar-
rest. Together, these provisions also read various
safeguards in the PMLA, which otherwise makes en-
largement on bail virtually impossible.

SECTION 50 SUMMONS

Section 50 is the first stage of the three-fold pro-
cedure- it empowers the ED to send a summons bu
justice Ms Kaveri Bawaja (room number 512, 5th
floor off Rouse Avenue District Court) for the pur-
poses of the PMLA. As has been reported widely, the
ED had issued 9 summons to the Chief Minister
under Section 50 of the PMLA. These summons were
sent over a protracted period of 6 months- the first
of such summons was sent in October 2023, and the

last summon was sent in mid-March.

A cursory reading of the provision would show
that under Section 50(2) of the PMLA, ED has the
power to summon any person only for either of the

which concerns the interplay amongst three of its
most crucial provisions: Sections 50, 17 and 19. While
Section 50, inter alia, empowers the ED to issue sum-
mons, Section 17 confers powers to effect search

THE TWO OCTOBER 2023 JUDGMENTS

In October 2023, two judgments- one by the
Supreme Court and another by the Delhi High Court-
further clarified the scope of Section 50 by reading
necessary safeguards into this benign provision of
summons. The Delhi High Court ruled that the power
to arrest is conspicuously absent in Section 50; the
Supreme Court unequivocally held that mere non-co-
operation of a witness in response to Section 50 sum-
mons would not be enough to necessitate their arrest.

The Delhi CM had challenged the ED summons
before the Delhi High Court. On 21 March 2024, when
the Delhi High Court refused to grant him any interim
relief in the case, the ED was required to issue a fresh
summon to the CM; the ED, however, proceeded to
search the residence of, and subsequently arrest, the
Chief Minister.

This overnight change in legal strategy is where the core of the illegality lies.
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two purposes: (i) to give evidence, or (ii) to produce
any records during the course of any
investigation/proceeding under the PMLA. In Vijay
Madanlal Choudhary vs Union Of India on 27 July,
2022 the Supreme Court has characterised the im-
port of Section 50 in the following terms:

Vijay Madanlal makes it abundantly clear that
the Section 50 examination is in the nature of an
inquiry. It follows, therefore, that:

1. At the Section 50 summons stage, there exists
no formal document indicative of the likelihood of
involvement of such a person as an accused of the
offence of money laundering.

2. Under Section 50, PMLA, the Chief Minister
could have been interrogated only in the capacity of
a witness for an inquiry, and not in the capacity of
an accused.

3. Itis only the information and evidence collated
during the inquiry under Section 50, which could
have disclosed, if at all, the commission of a PMLA
offence, and the involvement of such summoned
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| person in the alleged offence.

SECTION 17 SEARCH

On Mar 21, 2024, hours after
the Delhi HC's refusal to stay the
' Section 50 summons, the ED pro-
ceeded to search the Chief Minis-
ter's residence. Soon after, the CM
was arrested. We will come to the
arrest later: we first need to exam-
ine whether the search conducted
by the ED was in compliance with
the law.

Section 17 of the PMLA is the
second stage of the three-fold
mechanism under the PMLA. Per Section 17 of the
PMLA, ED can search a person’s place only if it has
reason to believe, based on ‘information’ in its pos-
session, that the said person has (i) committed an of-
fence of money laundering; (ii) is in possession of
any proceeds of crime involved in money-launder-
ing; and (iii) is in possession of any records relating
to money-laundering, or (iv) is in possession of any
property related to crime. Where such search results
in the recovery of any relevant record or property ,
the ED is empowered to examine the concerned per-
son for the purposes of an investigation.

Section 17, therefore, is distinct from Section
50 in two significant ways:

1. The ED can proceed U/S 17 only when it has
credible ‘information’ about the commission of an
offence, which necessitates a search. The Section 17
threshold is, therefore, higher than the Section 50
threshold.

2. Unlike under Section 50, U/S 17, a person
may be examined in the capacity of a witness as well




MANIFEST ILLEGALITY

The sequence of events as aforesaid demonstrates the following:

1. Repeated Section 50 summons over a protracted period of 6 months
establish that the Chief Minster was not accused of any alleged PMLA of-
fence.

2. All of a sudden, on 21.03.2024, the ED took a leap to the stage of
search of his residence U/S 17, which is a higher threshold than Section 50
and requires credible ‘information’ as the jurisdictional pre-condition.

3. The basis of this ‘information’ in the current case is unclear, as the Sec-
tion 50 stage was abruptly abandoned by the ED, and CM and was never in-

quired U/S 50.

4. It is not the ED’s case that some incriminating material relevant to the al-
leged offence was recovered from the CM'’s residence. As such, the search at the
CM's house could not have been the basis of his arrest.

5. As Per Section 17 (1) (iv) (f) of the PMLA, it was not open to the ED to even record a statement of the
CM without recovery of any relevant record or property, let alone effect an arrest.

6. In arresting the CM, then, the ED has met the high threshold of ‘reason to believe’ U/S 19 using the
very same ‘material’ basis for which it was sending Section 50 summons for 6 months.

Evidently, the Chief Minister’s arrest (and everything that followed, including the remand orders) contra-
venes the Section 50-17-19 triad safeguards and is in the teeth of the very scheme of the PMLA.

That an elected, sitting chief minister has been jailed with such brazen illegality, is not the subject matter

of this blog.

as an accused. In other words, there exists a likeli-
hood of the involvement of such a person as an ac-
cused of a PMLA offence.

Basis the ‘information’ available with it, the ED
had issued 9 summons U/S 50 to the CM. The last of
such summons was sent on 17 March 2024, merely
4 days before the arrest of the Chief Minister. If the
information available with the ED was only sufficient
to send a Section 50 summons, a search U/S 17 basis
of the same information, with no change in circum-
stances, would not be sustainable.

The ED, therefore, has to satisfy the test of Sec-
tion 17 to prove that within a period of 4 days, it got
hold of fresh ‘information’ which necessitated a
search of the CM'’s residence: in the hearings con-
ducted before the Delhi High Court, the ED has not
answered this most essential question.

SECTION 19 ARREST

Section 19 is the third and final stage of the
three-fold procedure. The ED has the power to arrest
U/S 19 only if it has, (i) basis the material in its pos-
session, (ii) a reason to believe that the Petitioner is
guilty, of a PMLA offence. It follows, therefore, that:

1. The basis of arrest under the PMLA cannot be
mere suspicion or a likelihood of involvement, but
guilt- the provision casts an obligation upon the ED
to satisfy itself that the allegations against the ac-
cused are prima facie true;

2. This satisfaction is to be had basis of the ‘ma-
terial’ in the ED’s possession, which is clearly a higher
threshold than the ‘information’ requirement at the
Section 17 stage.

3. The Section 19 threshold does not permit a
person’s arrest for a probe in his role/involvement in
the alleged offence; on the contrary, Section 19
makes the establishment of his role/involvement-
and prima facie guilt- a pre-requisite to the arrest.

This brings us to another important question:
what incriminating ‘material’ did the ED find in a 4-
hour search at the CM's residence which helped
them establish his prima facie guilt?

The ED did not make this specific disclosure be-
fore the Delhi High Court. Reportedly, the ED only
recovered INR 70,000 cash and the CM’s mobile
phone from his residence. The cash recovered was
not even seized by the ED. It appears, therefore, that
during the intervening period, that is, between the
last summon dated 17th March and the CM’s arrest-
which happened on 21st March, there was no
change in the ‘material’/‘information’ in possession
with the ED. There was only one change in the third
week of March, however: the calling of the Lok Sabha
elections.

Adv. Sanjay Sonkar
B.Com(H), LL.B(H), LL.M(NLU)
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In recent years, Jharkhand has grappled with a
concerning trend: Chatra, Hazaribagh, Khunti,
Ghumla, and Giridh have been developed as the
Golden Triangle of opium cultivation.

The trade of drugs (brown sugar, opium, ganja,
Doda, or other intoxicants) is highest in 24 police sta-
tions in different districts of the state. From the year
2019 to 2023, a total of 2396 cases were registered
under the NDPS Act regarding the recovery of nar-
cotics and psychotropic substances in all the districts
of the state.

It is clear that there are 24 police stations in the
state in whose area the maximum cases were regis-
tered regarding the recovery of Brown Sugar, Opium,
Ganja, Doda, or other intoxicants. It is clear from this
that the drug trade is most prevalent in these police
station areas. Chatra district is at the top of this list.
Here, during the said period, the maximum number
of cases registered under the NDPS Act was 506, i.e.,
21 percent.

In these figures, in the year 2020, there were 170
arrests under the NDPS Act, and in 2021, this figure
was 300, whereas in 2022 (till June 31), this figure
reached only 76. The recovery of opium decreased
from 316 kg in 2020 to 204 kg in 2021 and to only
34 kg in 2022 (till June 31). While in the last two
years, more than 30 vehicles were seized every year,
in 2022 only 2 vehicles have been seized until June
31.

The Statistics indicate that cases of opium culti-
vation are decreasing in Chatra, Hazaribagh, Khunti,
and Gumla, where the Naxal has influence. Opium
cultivation has taken place in dozens of villages in
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Akta, Argodi, Anidih, Takara, Hatugami, Chukru,
Remta, Sadasom, Siladon, and Bhoot, including Adki,
Murhu, and other blocks of Khunti district.

The state has a big challenge: the youth have be-
come addicted to drugs and have entered the world
of crime to fulfil their drug habit. The children of
poor farmers, who earlier used to earn their living by
farming and laboring for the glitter of money and
royal luxury in the village, are now looking at the
youth of their village, who are cultivating opium and
roaming around in expensive bikes and four-wheel-
ers. Now that the youth of the village have gotten
involved in opium cultivation, those who are not
doing farming have to buy and sell opium by be-
coming agents of opium smugglers.

WHY IS OPIUM CULTIVATED IN
JHARKHAND?

Due to the maximum 50 percent forest area in
the entire state, such land is easily available to the
people for growing opium. Which is neither private
property nor easily accessible, which gives them a
safe haven for opium cultivators. The team of Legal
Boundary checked the facts from Dhodhiya, Dura-
gada, Morniya, Jamuniyatari, Murtiya, Silodar, Ahri,
Nawadih, and Danua between the forest plateau of
Daihar and ChordahaborderingChauparan block of
Hazaribagh district and reveled. In this area, the drug
trade has been going on for the last decade by cul-
tivating opium on a large scale. Although police ac-
tion has been taken against drugs, the police have
failed to curb the drug trade.

IS JHARKHAND BECOMING THE



Bangladesh.

NEXT GOLDEN
TRIANGLE/GOLDEN CRESCENT
(MINI AFGHANISTAN)?

Opium cultivation started in the Chatra area, after
which Khunti district became the hub of opium. Due
to being a Naxal belt, the police also avoided going
to these areas. Opium is cultivated on a large scale,
and its flowers and fruits are visible from a distance.
Is there a collusion between the police and the forest
department in this?

Shekhar Gupta, Resident of Chatra, said that due
to the geographical location of Jharkhand, the police
are not able to get every important piece of infor-
mation, due to which opium cultivation in many
areas is not destroyed. He also added that Jhark-
hand's opium became a 'black diamond' for traders,
supplied from Europe to
Pakistan via Nepal and
Bangladesh. Opium plants
have grown on 1000 acres
in more than 30 villages in
Latehar. It is also being cul-
tivated on a large scale in
Palamu, Lohardaga, Khunti,
and Ramgarh. A cultivator
said that 40 kg of opium is
produced on one acre of —
land, and it is sold for Rs 25 -
thousand per kg in the local
market. However, the price
in the international market

v

MARKET AND TRADE

The opium grown in the state is transported to the markets in UP,
Punjab, and Kolkata by road. There are big businessmen and trans-
porters behind the scenes, but local brokers are employed for
smuggling. As soon as opium production begins, the brokers
themselves reach the fields. The job of these brokers is to trans-
port opium from here to the markets in UP and Kolkata. After
this, big traders transport it to Chennai, Mumbai, and

According to the police, businessmen from Banaras and
Gorakhpur are more involved in this. The Jharkhand High Court
has taken it seriously. The division bench of Justice Sujit Narayan
Prasad and Justice Arun Kumar Rai took suomotu cognizance of
the case and converted it into a public interest litigation. The division
bench orally said that the illegal drug trade in the state is worrying.
The lives of youth are being ruined due to drug addiction. Addiction is
affecting their health. Strict action should be taken against those involved in
the drug trade so that this illegal trade can be completely stopped.

is Rs one lakh per kg. In Chatra and Khunti District
only, the crop has been grown on 3 thousand acres,
and 1200 quintals of opium will be produced from
them.

Vicky Kumar, a Resident ofKoderma, it's disheart-
ening to witness the rampant sale and consumption
of substances like brown sugar, opium, ganja, and
Doda in our community, particularly in the slum
areas and nearby university campus and hostels . De-
spite the limited agriculture of these substances, they
are openly sold and consumed in shops and resi-
dences. It's concerning that even the police author-
ities are aware of these activities, yet little action is
taken to address the issue. It's high time for author-
ities to take decisive steps to curb this menace and
ensure the safety and well-being of our community.
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GENERAL ELECTION 2024

Phase |No of PCs|No of States| Poll Date
[ |19 PHASE 102 21 19-04-2024
[ | 2™ PHASE 89 13 26-04-2024
[ |3 PHASE 94 12 07-05-2024
[ 1 |4™PHASE 96 10 13-05-2024
[ [5™PHASE 49 08 20-05-2024
[ | 6™ PHASE 57 07 25-05-2024
[ | 7 PHASE 57 08 01-06-2024




ECI PRESS NOTE - 16 Mar, 2024
General Elections - 2024

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
GENERAL ELECTIONS - 2024
NUMBER OF VOTING ON DIFFERENT POLLING DATES IN STATES & UNION TERRITORIES

No. Poll Day No/ Date of Poll / Day of the week
State/UT of 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
19 Apr 2024 | 26 Apr 2024 | 07 May 2024 | 13 May 2024 | 20 May 2024 | 25 May 2024 01 June 2024
PCs Friday Friday Tuesday Monday Monday Saturday Saturday
Andhra Pradesh 25 25
Arunachal Pradesh 2 2
Assam 14 5 5 4
Bihar 40 4 5 5 5 8 8
Chhattisgarh 11 1 7
Goa 2 2
Gujarat 26 26
Haryana 10 10
Himachal Pradesh 4
Jharkhand 14 4 3 4 3
Karnataka 28 14 14
Kerala 20 20
Madhya Pradesh 29 6 7 8 8
Maharashtra 48 5 11 11 13
Manipur 2 2
Meghalaya 2
Mizoram 1
Nagaland 1
Odisha 21 4 5 6 6
Punjab 13 13
Rajasthan 25 12 13
Sikkim 1 i
Tamil Nadu 39 39
Telangana 17 17
Tripura 2 1 1
Uttar Pradesh 80 8 8 10 13 14 14 13
Uttarakhand 5 5
West Bengal 42 3 3 4 8 7 8 9
Andaman and Nicobar Islands 1 1
Chandigarh 1 1
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu 2 2
Jammu and Kashmir 5 1 1 1 il
Ladakh 1
Lakshadweep 1 1
NCT of Delhi 7 7
Puducherry 1 1
Total PCs 543 102 89 94 % 49 57 &/
No. of States/UTs on each Poll Day 21 13 12 10 8 7 8
Date of Counting of Votes 04.06.2024
No. of States and UTs going to poll in States/UTs
Single poll date 22
Two poll dates 4
Three poll dates 2
Four poll dates 3
Five poll dates 2
Seven poll dates 3
Total 36
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1. Ekene Godwin v. State of T.N., 2024 SCC OnLine
SC 337

The Trial Court is directed to enlarge the appel-
lants on bail on appropriate stringent terms and con-
ditions, till the conclusion of the trial, after giving an
opportunity of being heard to the learned Prosecu-
tor on the terms and conditions of the bail.

To conduct a de novo trial by again examining the
prosecution witnesses who have been already exam-
ined

It is necessary for witnesses to undergo a princi-
pal examination, a cross-examination, and a re-ex-
amination. Regarding this, the Court also stated that
while postponing cross-examination of witnesses is
permitted in warrant proceedings, it is also an excep-
tion to the rule of law.

2. SamajParivartan Community and Others vs.
State of Karnataka and Ors.

A landmark case that raised focus to the problem
of illicit mining operations in the Bellary district of
Karnataka, India, was SamajParivartanaSamudaya
and Ors.vs. State of Karnataka and Ors. This case is
significant because it brought to light the State's loss
of revenue as well as the damage to the environment
and adverse impacts such operations have on local
populations' livelihoods.

After taking up the case, the Supreme Court di-
rected both the federal and state governments to
take the appropriate steps to stop the ongoing ille-
gal mining operations. In addition, the Court estab-
lished the Central Empowered commission (CEC), a
special commission tasked with looking into and re-
porting on the claims of illicit mining.
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3. Ajay Kumar Yadav vs. State of Uttar Pradesh
and Ors.

When it comes to incidents of police officials
being tortured in custody, the Supreme Court has
taken a more stringent stance on bail. It found that
the accused police official's involvement in the al-
leged offenses extended beyond his employment as
a police vehicle driver, overturning the High Court's
decision to grant bail to the accused official. The
Court ordered the accused to appear before the CBI
Court after taking into account the seriousness of the
charges, which included a death in custody. The se-
riousness of offenses including torture while in cus-
tody is highlighted by this ruling, which stands in
contrast to the standard bail policy.

4. Thirumurthy v. State

The juvenile justice act of 2015's Sections 15 and
19 were emphasized by the Supreme Court, which
reversed the youngster's conviction. The accused,
who was tried and found guilty without undergoing
the required preliminary evaluation, had their con-
viction overturned and were given the order to be
released. According to the Court, proceedings lack-
ing the evaluation were invalid, and the accused may
only be tried by the Children's Court in accordance
with Section 19 of the JJ Act. The ruling reaffirmed
how crucial it is to try young offenders in accordance
with the young Justice Act.

5. Vivek Narayan Sharma (Demonetisation Case-
5 J.) v. Union of India, (2023) 3 SCC 1

The Center's 2016 demonetisation policy by a 4:1
majority, finding that the scheme's implementation
was suitable and in line with the Union's stated ob-



jectives. The lone dissenter, Justice Gavai, prepared
the majority opinion on his own behalf. He was
joined by SA Nazeer, A.S. Bopanna, V. Ramasubra-
manian, JJ, and Nagarathna, J., who all agreed that
while demonetisation was a well-intentioned and
carefully constructed policy, the way it was imple-
mented was illegal and improper.

6. AnoopBaranwal v. Union of India [Election
Commission Appointments], (2023) 6 SCC 161

Appointment of Election Commissioners by 3-
member Committee of Prime Minister of India,
leader of Opposition and Chief Justice.The dispute
concerning the selection of Election Commission of
India members and concluded that the President
would appoint the Chief Election Commissioner and
Election Commissioners upon the recommendation
of a three-person committee made up of the Indian
Prime Minister; the leader of the opposition in the
LokSabha, or in the absence of such a leader, the
leader of the largest party in opposition with the
most members in the LokSabha; and the Chief Jus-
tice of India. The Court made it clear that this stan-
dard would apply until Parliament passed a new
statute.

7. All India Judges Association v. Union of India

Every High Court across the nation should form
committees tasked with carrying out the Second Na-
tional Judicial Pay Commission's recommendations
regarding the pay and working conditions of district
judiciary personnel as well as handling complaints
from judicial officers.

The Court emphasized that maintaining judges'
financial dignity is crucial to maintaining their judicial
independence. It further stated that comparing the
work of judges to that of other State officers would
be completely incorrect. Thus, it mandated that each
High Court across the nation establish a body known
as the "Committee for Service Conditions of the Dis-
trict Judiciary."

8. BilkisYakubRasool v. Union of India and Others

The State-released prisoners are required by the
Court to report back to the jail administration within
a fortnight. It stated that the government of the State
where the trial had taken place—in this case, Maha-
rashtra—was the competent government qualified
to issue orders of remission, and that the Gujarat
government lacked the authority to do so. In its rul-
ing, the Court harshly condemned one of the pris-
oners, Radhyesham, for deceiving the Court by
hiding important information and obtaining a favor-
able ruling from the Supreme Court in May 2022,

HIGH COURT

10. ShibjiPandit Singh VsManju Devi And
Others (PATNA HC)
According to Order VI Rule 1 of the Code

of Civil Procedure, the defendants have the
option to alter their pleadings to fix any flaws
in their case if they come across any docu-
ments while presenting their case won't be
granted the privilege.

The Supreme Court stated "If any docu-
ment comes during the recording of evi-
dence for the defendants and the defendants
are confronted with it, it will give the defen-
dants an opportunity to strengthen their ar-
guments to make up the loopholes in their
case." Furthermore, the alteration was made
somewhat late, and Order VI Rule 1 expressly
prohibits making changes of this kind after
the trial has started and in situations where
due diligence has not been demonstrated.

which ultimately resulted in the release of all eleven
of the prisoners.

9. Perumal Raja v. State Rep by Inspector of Po-
lice

The Court emphasized that rather than being in-
terpreted formalistically or euphemistically, the re-
quirement of police custody under Section 27 of the
Evidence Act should be interpreted pragmatically. By
doing this, the division bench seemed to be at odds
with a recent ruling by a three-judge bench in Rajesh
&Anr. v. State of Madhya Pradesh, which concluded
that official police custody is required in order for in-
formation gained from an accused person's confes-
sions to be admissible. The two-judge bench in this
case, however, reasoned that the notion that "for-
mal" police custody was not required was backed by
a 1961 Constitution Bench ruling in State of U.P. v.
DeomanUpadhyaya.
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India will be the first country in
the world to supply electricity to
10 million households using solar
energy generated on their own
rooftops. This ambitious plan of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
going to be implemented very
soon. The day is not far when mil-
lions of homes in India will meet
their daily needs with electricity

generated from solar energy.
Rather, we will be able to sell
the excess electricity to the gov-
ernment. Recently the Union Cab-
inet has approved 'PM-Surya
Ghar: Free Electricity Scheme'.
Under this scheme, 1 crore houses
across the country will get a sub-
sidy of up to Rs 78,000 and 300
units of free electricity for in-

stalling solar plants on their
rooftops. This will cost Rs 75,021
crore. Efforts have been made ear-
lier also for better use of solar en-
ergy, but were not successful. In
such a situation, what will be the
fate of this scheme? Will it be suc-
cessful? How appropriate is it to
spend Rs 75 thousand crore on
such a scheme?

Earlier, in the schemes which
were introduced to promote the
use of solar energy, subsidy was
generally given on the purchase
of equipment, such as solar
lantern, solar cooker etc. People
used to buy them because they
were cheap on subsidy, but once
they got damaged, they did not
even bother to get them repaired.
Due to this, after one or two years
the equipment used to get dam-
aged and the subsidy was wasted.




In the scheme that has been
started this time, an attempt has
been made to attract people in
three ways. First, the government
will give up to 60 percent subsidy
on setting up solar power plants.
Secondly, the families who install
plants at their homes under this
scheme will be given up to 300
units of free electricity every
month. Third, if the electricity gen-
erated from the solar plant is not
consumed at home, the govern-
ment will purchase it. A special
grid has been made for this. In
simple language, this time the
government has given such a lure
that people will not only be at-
tracted towards the scheme, but
will also have a reason to get it re-
paired if it gets damaged.

But the question is, what ben-
efit does the government get
from this? The government will
get two benefits. First, there will
be no shortage of electricity in the
country and the entire electricity
system will not be based on coal
and water-powered power plants.
This will make it easier to meet the
increasing electricity demand for
the increasing number of electric
vehicles and growing industries in
the country. Secondly, this will be
a big step towards fulfilling the
promise that India is making glob-
ally to reduce carbon emissions.
Most of the carbon emissions
come from burning coal and most
of the coal is being consumed in
power plants. The new solar en-
ergy scheme will also help in re-
ducing pollution levels. Gradually
all the power generation compa-
nies are also being motivated to
produce solar energy.

The best step in this scheme is
to make this scheme online, that
too directly from the central level.
Interested families will be able to
apply for the subsidy of this
scheme on the website and can
choose the vendor themselves.
This will eliminate the possibility

W ' .
of any kind of corruption. From
the same website you will get nec-
essary information like suitable
solar system, profit estimation,
seller rating etc. At present, fami-
lies will be able to take loans with-
out any guarantee at about 7
percent interest to install solar
plants of up to three kilowatt ca-
pacity on the rooftops of residen-
tial houses. The government
estimates that this scheme will
create 17 lakh jobs directly and in-
directly. These jobs will be related
to making solar panels, transport-
ing them, installing etc.

Today India ranks third in Asia
and fifth in the world in terms of
its solar energy production. Cur-
rently it accounts for about 38
percent of the total capacity of re-
newable energy. The country's
largest solar power plants are lo-
cated in Rajasthan, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu.

Solar power plants are rated
based on the power they produce.
Bhadla Solar Park is currently the
largest solar power plant produc-
ing electricity in India. It is the
world's largest solar park in terms
of power generation and the sec-
ond largest solar park in terms of
area. The average temperature in
Bhadla remains between 46 to 48
degrees centigrade. Which is
quite the opposite geographically,
as heat waves and sandstorms

Bhadla is a sandy, dry and arid
area spread over approximately
45 square kilometres. The average
amount spent in building this
solar park is around Rs 10,000
crore. This solar plant is being de-
veloped by several stockholders.
The construction and mainte-
nance work of this solar park was
done by Vikas Company Limited
(a subsidiary of Rajasthan Akshay
Urja Nigam Limited), Solar Energy
Company (Joint Venture Company
of Government of Rajasthan and
Energy Development Company),
and Adani Renewable Energy Park
Rajasthan etc. going.

India is one of the few fortu-
nate countries in the world where
we get direct sunlight for many
hours throughout the year. Till
now it was getting destroyed on
the roofs of houses and buildings
and was also heating them, to
cool them electricity was burnt to
run AC. Now this will generate
electricity and by installing solar
panels on the roofs, the heat in
those buildings will be reduced.
The government has already
started installing solar panels on
many government buildings. Now
the government's plan to install
solar panels on 1 crore houses is
attractive and if successful, it can
prove to be a huge step in terms
of power generation.
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Tamannaah
Bhatia's
happiness g

Vijay Sharma's film ‘Murder
Mubarakahn' has become popu-
lar in the world of OTT as soon as
it came, while he is winning the
hearts of the audience with his
special chemistry with Taman-
naah Bhatia. Let us tell you that
there have been talks about
Vijay-Tamanna's affair for a long
time. Both are often seen to-
gether. Amidst all this, Taman-
naah Bhatia reviewed boyfriend
Vijay Verma's Murder Mubarak.
After watching the film, he told
the paparazzi how he liked the -
film.

A special screening of 'Murder
Mubarakahn' was organized in
Mumbai. During this time,
Tamannaah Bhatia had come with
her rumored boyfriend Vijay
Verma to watch the film. When
Tamannaah Bhatia came out of
the theater with Vijay Verma after
watching the film, the paparazzi
surrounded her. During this, both
of them first posed for the pa-
parazzi holding each other's
hands. After this the paparazzi
asked Tamanna for her reaction
about ‘Murder Mubarakahn'.
While telling the paparazzi,
Tamanna described the film as
very good and said - | liked the
picture very well. Let us tell you
that this video of Tamanna-Vijay
Verma has been shared by pho-
tographer Veeral Bhayani on his
Instagram.
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Royal College of Law _College Code - 875
Royal Educational Institute College Code - 775

B.Ed. Counselling Code 1322
Special offers for B.Ed. candidates.
Established since 2006

Lectures by learned professors of different universities and judges of different
Honourable Couris

Wi-Ficampus

Moot Courts

Regular activities like debates, quiz competitions, etc. and seminars
Rich library with different titled books

Sports facilities, hostel facilities

Placement cell

Regular visits to the Supreme Court, Lok Adalats, Jails and Industries, etc.
Moderate feesin NCR

Scholarship for Meritorious students

Guidance for various competitive exams

Special classes by presentation method

Special classes on Saturdays and Sundays for working professionals
Regular communication through e-mail and Facebook

Online study material and book bank facility

Hindi and English, both mediums are available for all the courses as per university
guidelines

24 hoursATM
CCTV surveillance
Education Loan facility available from Canara Bank on ease

Student feedback on a regular basis is taken and extra classes are provided for the
weak students

Spacious cafeteria

To and fro cab facility is available from Dilshad Garden and Vaishali metro station to the
college

Anti-ragging cell
Distance Learning Courses available through SHIAT University

Phone: 0120-2761462-64, 3241398, 9810109617, 9910281769 Fax: 0120-2761463
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